
BROWN COUNTY BEEKEEPERS NEWSLETTER

Mission: We are dedicated to promoting sustainable, responsible and healthy
beekeeping practices in Northeastern Wisconsin for both experienced and

first time beekeepers. We strive to create a fun environment where learning
opportunities exist for association members and the public.

www.browncountybeekeepers.com

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

December 2024

No meeting in December

December 2024 Association Meeting

http://www.browncountybeekeepers.com/
mailto:president@browncountybeekeepers.com


N O V E M B E R  M E E T I N G  H I G H L I G H T S  

A S  W E  W R A P  U P  O N  T H E  2 0 2 4  B E E K E E P I N G  S E A S O N  A N D  T A K E  T H E  T I M E
T O  R E F L E C T  O N  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  B E E K E E P E R  A N D  N E W  B E E K E E P E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R
R E C I P I E N T S ,  I T  I S  E A S Y  F O R  M E  T O  S E E  T H E  P O S I T I V E  I M P A C T  A N D  L E G A C Y
L E F T  B Y  O U R  C L U B ’ S  F O R M E R  P R E S I D E N T  S T E V E  H U P F E R .  H E  A B S O L U T E L Y
L O V E D  B E E S  A N D  B E E K E E P I N G ,  A N D  I T  W A S  C O N T A G I O U S .  H E  I S  O N E  O F
T H E  B E S T  T H A T  M A N Y  O F  U S  C A M E  A C R O S S .  H E  W A S  I N Q U I S I T I V E  A N D
W A S  N O T  A F R A I D  T O  E X P E R I M E N T  T O  U N D E R S T A N D  W H A T  W O R K E D  A N D
W H A T  D I D  N O T .  
A S  A  C L U B  M E M B E R ,  S T E V E  R E M A I N E D  A C T I V E L Y  I N V O L V E D  A N D  N E V E R
M I S S E D  A  M E E T I N G .  H E  W A S  A  S E L F - T R A I N E D  M A S T E R  B E E K E E P E R  W I T H
E X T E N S I V E  B E E K E E P I N G  K N O W L E D G E  A N D  P R A C T I C E S  T H A T  C O N T I N U E  T O
I N F L U E N C E  C U R R E N T  A N D  P A S T  B C B A  C L U B  M E M B E R S ,  A S  W E L L  A S
M E M B E R S  O F  S U R R O U N D I N G  C L U B S  I N  S H A W A N O ,  D O O R  C O U N T Y ,  F O X
V A L L E Y ,  E V E N  W A U P A C A .  A L L  T H O S E  L I T T L E  P I E C E S  H E  S H A R E D  W I T H
T H O S E  H E  G U I D E D  A N D  M E N T O R E D  C O N T I N U E  T O  B E  C I R C U L A T E D  A N D
A D A P T E D  A S  T H E  E V E R - C H A N G I N G  C O L O N Y  A N D  C L I M A T E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S
U N F O L D .  I  F O R  O N E  W O U L D  N O T  B E  T H E  B E E K E E P E R  I  A M  T O D A Y  W I T H O U T
H I S  I N F L U E N C E  A N D  E N C O U R A G E M E N T .  
 
S T E V E  C R E A T E D  T H E  “ N E W  B E E K E E P E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R  A W A R D ”  D U R I N G  H I S
T E N U R E  A S  C L U B  P R E S I D E N T .  W H A T  A N  H O N O R  T O  B E  R E C O G N I Z E D  B Y  O U R
B E E K E E P I N G  C O M M U N I T Y .  I T  W O U L D  M A K E  H I M  P R O U D  T O  K N O W  T H A T  T H E
C L U B  I S  O N C E  A G A I N  S U P P O R T I N G  T H I S  A W A R D .  H E  N E V E R  P E R S O N A L L Y
R E C E I V E D  A N  A W A R D  F O R  “ B C B A  B E E K E E P E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R , ”  B U T
C E R T A I N L Y  D E S E R V E D  S U C H  A N  A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T  F O R  A L L  H E
A C C O M P L I S H E D  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S  I N  B E E K E E P I N G .  
S T E V E ’ S  D E D I C A T I O N  T O  T H E  P R E S E R V A T I O N  O F  B E E S  A N D  T H E I R  K E Y  R O L E
I N  O U R  E C O S Y S T E M  W A S  U N P A R A L L E L E D .  H I S  P A S S I O N  F O R  B E E K E E P I N G
W A S  E V I D E N T  I N  T H E  T H R I V I N G  H I V E S  H E  M A I N T A I N E D  A N D  T H E
K N O W L E D G E  H E  S H A R E D  W I T H  O T H E R S .  T H O U G H  H E  I S  N O  L O N G E R  W I T H
U S ,  H I S  L E G A C Y  L I V E S  O N  T H R O U G H  T H E  C O U N T L E S S  B E E K E E P E R S  A N D
B E E S  H E  H E L P E D  N U R T U R E  O V E R  T H E  Y E A R S .  W E  A R E  H O N O R E D  T O
R E C O G N I Z E  H I S  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  A N D  C O M M I T M E N T  T O  T H E  W E L L B E I N G
A N D  P R O T E C T I O N  O F  T H E S E  V I T A L  P O L L I N A T O R S .  S T E V E  H U P F E R  A K A
“ P R O U D  P A P A ”  W I L L  A L W A Y S  B E  R E M E M B E R E D  A S  A  T R U E  C H A M P I O N  O F
B E E K E E P I N G .  

2024 Awards Night

 - Sarah Mueller



N O V E M B E R  M E E T I N G  H I G H L I G H T S  

2024 Beekeeper Awards 



N O V E M B E R  M E E T I N G  H I G H L I G H T S

2024 Honey Show Awards

Beeswax Division

Jim Sharp
Dick Sturm

Chris DeWolfe

Dick Sturm
Dave Elsen
Jim Sharp



N O V E M B E R  M E E T I N G  H I G H L I G H T S  

2024 Honey Show Awards

Honey Division

Shellie Milheiser
Chris DeWolfe

Jim Sharp

Dick Sturm
Wayne Steigelman

Chris Groth



N O V E M B E R  M E E T I N G  H I G H L I G H T S

2024 Honey Show Awards

Honey Division

Dave Elsen
Dick Sturm

Bob Michiels

Dick Sturm
Chris Groth

Wayne Steigelman

Frame Honey Division



Date Education Type Presenter

January 15, 2025 Varroa Mite Management Reg Dick Sturm

 February 19, 2025 Bee Diseases and Diagnosis 
Minnesota Bee Squad Reg

Jessica Helgen Bee Squad Pgm
Director or

Jenny Warner Bee Squad Beekeeper

March 19, 2025
Queen Rearing

Honey Decrystalization 

Reg

MBM

Keith Zaidel, Zaidel Wild Apiary

Rance Bennett, This Old Hive

April 16, 2025
Spring Management 

Installing Bees

Reg

MBM

Dave Elsen

May 21, 2025 Girl Next-Door Honey Reg Hillary Kearney

June 18, 2025 Dr. Chelsa Cook, Marquette Reg

August 20, 2025
Fall Management

Honey Extraction

Reg

MBM

 

Nathan Frailey

September 17, 2025 Wax Processing and Products Reg Rance Bennett, 
This Old Hive

October 15, 2025 Discussion Panel Reg Wayne Steigelman Facilitates

November 19, 2025 Products of the Hive and Honey
Judging Contest Reg Stephanie Slater and Club

2025 BCBA Meeting Education Calendar
Reg = Regular Meetings: 3rd Wednesday of every month at 6:30p

MBM = Meeting Before the Meeting: Same Wednesday, starts at 5:45p



Seasonal conditions 
      In Brown County, Wisconsin
      Average Temperatures: High: 33F   Low: 18F
      Average Precipitation: 14.5 inches (13 inches of snow, 1.5 inches of rain) 
      Average Hours of Sunlight per Day: 8 hours 52 minutes

In the Hive
The bees are in their  winter cluster and there is l i t t le to no egg laying in December.

Equipment
Order any replacement bees (packages, nucs, or queens) as soon as possible;
producers general ly run out fast.
Clean your honey house, freezer,  or other areas that are chaotic/ful l  in the act ive
season.
Take inventory.  Fix,  clean/ster i l ize, purchase, assemble, and paint  equipment as
needed.

Yard Maintenance
Remove ice blocking the hive entrances, to give the colonies better venti lat ion.
Don’t  worry about snow around the hive body which may help insulate the bees.

Education
Don’t  forget to renew your membership in the club and get the meetings on your
calendar.
Spend this t ime ref lect ing on what went wel l  and what you might change next year.
Plan for your upcoming year:  do you want to downsize or scale up, try out a new form of
honey production, get into the pol l inat ion business, or something else?
Catch up on Bee Culture and American Bee Journal – and renew your subscript ion!

F or more December management info,  visi t  our month by month education on the
BCBA website.

December Management Info

FACEBOOK SITES
MANAGED BY BCBA

Brown County Beekeepers
 updates on club happenings

Northeast WI Beekeepers
beekeepers helping beekeepers

https://browncountybeekeepers.com/december-bee-calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/browncountybeekeeper
https://www.facebook.com/groups/northeastwibeekeepers/about


Brown County Beekeeping Association
Member Benefits

Club Equipment Rental 
Perks of being a member! Click here for the full rental list.

           

American Bee Journal Subscriptions 
(Contact Club Treasurer for Discount form)

Club Sponsor – Hansen Honey Farm, Rhinelander, WI
·$5 off each package or nuc of bees until May 2024 (Min purchase required)

·5% discount for all BCBA members for ongoing purchase
·For online discount code, contact secretary@browncountybeekeepers.com

·When purchasing in-store only, let them know you are a member of the BCBA.

Club Sponsor – Let It Bee, Inc., Greenville, WI
·5% discount for all BCBA member purchases, except nucs.  In-store only.

·When purchasing in-store only, let them know you are a member of the BCBA.

Click here for the Club Sponsor Website Page

Club Education Reimbursement Opportunity
Club members are eligible for up to $25/ calendar year for continuing education

Eligibility Guidelines: 
Must be a current member for at least 12 consecutive months. 
Member must submit their request to the Leadership Team prior to the event including details on how
it aligns to the Club’s Mission.
Note: BCBA sponsored events, books or magazines not eligible for reimbursements.
Club Expectations of Members Receiving Education Reimbursement  
Overview of the education to the club or an education session.
Write-up with photos and/or video for club publication.

2024 Club Officers
President: Chris Groth
president@browncountybeekeepers.com

Vice President: Nathan C. Frailey, Sr.
vicepresident@browncountybeekeepers.com

Secretary: Edmund Poillion
secretary@browncountybeekeepers.com

Treasurer: Tom Cashman
Tcash99930@aol.com

Website Chair: Carl Fisher
info@browncountybeekeepers.com

Social Media: Wayne Steigelman

Education Outreach Chair: Julie Mazzoleni

Board Member at Large: Dick Sturm

Club Education CoChairs: Emily Skala and Dave Elsen

https://browncountybeekeepers.com/members/equipment/
https://browncountybeekeepers.com/members/equipment/
https://browncountybeekeepers.com/members/equipment/
https://browncountybeekeepers.com/sponsors/

