
BROWN COUNTY BEEKEEPERS NEWSLETTER

Mission: We are dedicated to promoting sustainable, responsible and healthy
beekeeping practices in Northeastern Wisconsin for both experienced and

first time beekeepers. We strive to create a fun environment where learning
opportunities exist for association members and the public.

www.browncountybeekeepers.com

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

August 2024

http://www.browncountybeekeepers.com/
mailto:president@browncountybeekeepers.com


Date/Time:   Wednesday, August 21, 2024

Location:   Green Bay Botanical Garden

Zoom Meeting:  Meeting ID: 814 2785 9732    Passcode: 386215

 MBM: Honey Extraction. Feel free to arrive at 5:30p for the MBM, along with
Networking & Socializing

August 2024 Association Meeting

OAV and Honey Bee Sustainability

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86884011420?pwd=TVJreziIThH4rzLgGOCrr3CzjkREOt.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86884011420?pwd=TVJreziIThH4rzLgGOCrr3CzjkREOt.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86884011420?pwd=TVJreziIThH4rzLgGOCrr3CzjkREOt.1


Date Education Type Presenter

January 17, 2024 Winter Management Panel Reg

 February 21, 2024 Honey Judging and Working Bees
in Texas Reg Stephanie Slater

March 20,2024 Heritage Honey Bee, Queen
Rearing, Nucs and Packages Reg Tim Wilbanks

April 17, 2024
Spring Management

Installing Bees

Reg

MBM

May 15, 2024
Beekeeping with Nucs 

Swarm Recovery

Reg

MBM

James Arvey

Dave Elsen

June 19, 2024 Bees and Butterfly Habitat Fund &
Native Pollinators Reg Mike Laes & Julie Mazzoleni

August 21, 2024
Fall Management

Honey Extraction

Reg

MBM

 

Nathan Frailey

September 18, 2024

Pollen Analysis

Honey Show Prep Q&A

Reg

MBM

Angie Perrotti, Owner, Mellifloral |
Honey Pollen Solutions

Stephanie Slater, AHSTC

October 16, 2024 Discussion Panel Reg

November 13, 2024 Products of the Hive and Honey
Judging Contest Reg Stephanie Slater and Club

2024 BCBA Meeting Education Calendar
Reg = Regular Meetings: 3rd Wednesday of every month at 6:30p

MBM = Meeting Before the Meeting: Same Wednesday, starts at 5:45p



Seasonal conditions 
      In Brown County, Wisconsin
      Average Temperatures: High: 79F   Low: 58F
      Average Precipitation: 3.37
      Average Hours of Sunlight per Day: 14.1 hr

In the Hive
There is a second, smaller swarm season in August and September.  The bee populat ion
begins to diminish faster than i t  is growing; the brood area may contract.  Many of the bees
born from the end of August onward are cal led “winter bees” and l ive longer
than their  summer sisters.  Left  untreated, the Varroa mite populat ion usual ly peaks in
August or September.  Remember that Varroa is tough to manage because the mites thr ive
in healthy, populous colonies, unl ike many of the other maladies that affect honey bees.
The summer heat requires the bees to venti late and perhaps beard outside the hive on the
hottest evenings. Start  preparing your bees for winter.

Inspection
Inspections should be especial ly thorough, part icular ly for pests and diseases. Your
colonies should be able to take on the fal l  honey f low and then overwinter successful ly.
Check that the hive is not honey bound. Move the honey combs out of  the brood nest
and into a super i f  needed. The queen should have al l  the room she needs to lay,  to
have a strong young cohort  of  winter bees.

Nutrition
August is the month when colonies begin preparat ion for winter.  A ful l -sized colony
should have at least 70-90 pounds of honey to eat by the beginning of October,  or more
than one ful l  super ( the hive would weigh about 135 pounds total) .  Nucs of course need
less. Est imate the weight by sl ight ly t ipping and heft ing the hive. I f  you extract honey,
leave enough for the bees or feed them sugar syrup to make up for the dif ference.
I f  you feed the bees sugar syrup, i t  should be a 2:1 rat io,  thicker than the spring feed;
the bees can evaporate the excess moisture from the hive faster from this thicker syrup.
The bees wi l l  need at least two double-sided frames of pol len/bee bread by late
winter/early spring. Supply bees with pol len or pol len substi tute i f  they are short  on
protein.  In autumn, bees use the decrease in pol len f low as a cue to begin rearing winter
bees.
I f  the weather is dry and there is no water source near the hive, consider providing one.

August Management Info

https://browncountybeekeepers.com/winter-is-coming-how-to-get-your-bees-ready/


August Management Info

Pests, parasites, and diseases
Monitor for Varroa mites and treat i f  necessary. The threshold for treatment changes at
this t ime of year to 3 mites per 100 bees, as the number of  mites r ises.
Note that a fal l  populat ion spike may be due to mites coming in from bees from other
colonies, in addit ion to natural  populat ion growth within the colony of interest.
Therefore, even i f  you have di l igently managed mites through the summer, continue to
monitor consistent ly.
Careful ly check every brood frame in each colony for an American foulbrood infect ion.

Population management
Swarm control:  see the guidel ines for May. I t  is probably too late to spl i t  colonies to
ensure they are strong enough to overwinter.
Combine weak and strong colonies or equal ize them if  you want to ensure strong
populat ions going into winter,  but only after you have checked for diseases in the weak
colony.
I f  you are considering re-queening, this is a good month to do i t .  An overwintered
young queen should start  laying in earnest in the spring.

Equipment
Prepare for the fal l  f low with at  least one super and be prepared to add more i f
necessary.
Upper entrances wi l l  help the bees venti late the hot hives and evaporate the excess
moisture from their  honey.
Removing bees from honey supers may require a fume board, bee brush, bee escape,
or other tools;  they each have advantages and disadvantages for di f ferent beekeepers
and in dif ferent environmental  condit ions.

Hive products and services
You may be able to trap pol len.

Yard maintenance
Mow the yard as necessary.

F﻿or more August management info,  visi t  our month by month education on the BCBA
website.

FACEBOOK SITES
MANAGED BY BCBA

Brown County Beekeepers
 updates on club happenings

Northeast WI Beekeepers
beekeepers helping beekeepers

https://browncountybeekeepers.com/2020/01/may-bee-calendar/
https://browncountybeekeepers.com/august-bee-calendar/
https://browncountybeekeepers.com/august-bee-calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/browncountybeekeeper
https://www.facebook.com/groups/northeastwibeekeepers/about


Brown County Beekeeping Association
Member Benefits

Club Equipment Rental 
Perks of being a member! Click here for the full rental list.

           

American Bee Journal Subscriptions 
(Contact Club Treasurer for Discount form)

Club Sponsor – Hansen Honey Farm, Rhinelander, WI
·$5 off each package or nuc of bees until May 2024 (Min purchase required)

·5% discount for all BCBA members for ongoing purchase
·For online discount code, contact secretary@browncountybeekeepers.com

·When purchasing in-store only, let them know you are a member of the BCBA.

Club Sponsor – Let It Bee, Inc., Greenville, WI
·5% discount for all BCBA member purchases, except nucs.  In-store only.

·When purchasing in-store only, let them know you are a member of the BCBA.

Click here for the Club Sponsor Website Page

Club Education Reimbursement Opportunity
Club members are eligible for up to $25/ calendar year for continuing education

Eligibility Guidelines: 
Must be a current member for at least 12 consecutive months. 
Member must submit their request to the Leadership Team prior to the event including details on how
it aligns to the Club’s Mission.
Note: BCBA sponsored events, books or magazines not eligible for reimbursements.
Club Expectations of Members Receiving Education Reimbursement  
Overview of the education to the club or an education session.
Write-up with photos and/or video for club publication.

2024 Club Officers
President: Chris Groth
president@browncountybeekeepers.com

Vice President: Nathan C. Frailey, Sr.
vicepresident@browncountybeekeepers.com

Secretary: Edmund Poillion
secretary@browncountybeekeepers.com

Treasurer: Tom Cashman
Tcash99930@aol.com

Website Chair: Carl Fisher
info@browncountybeekeepers.com

Social Media: Wayne Steigelman

Education Outreach Chair: Julie Mazzoleni

Board Member at Large: Dick Sturm

Club Education CoChairs: Emily Skala and Dave Elsen

https://browncountybeekeepers.com/members/equipment/
https://browncountybeekeepers.com/members/equipment/
https://browncountybeekeepers.com/members/equipment/
https://browncountybeekeepers.com/sponsors/

